














VS-216 Roof System Seaming Guide

7.0 OPERATING THE MOTOR SEAMING MACHINE (Cont’d.)

7.2 Machine Orientation to Seam

On roofs sheeted from left to right, the seaming machine
will run from the eave to the ridge.

7.3 Machine Position on Roof Panel

With the locking handle held up in the open position, set the
seaming machine onto the starting end of the roof panel’s
seam over the manually seamed portion of the seam.

Roll the seaming machine forward to align the front seaming
rolls over the un-seamed portion of the seam as shown in
the detail below.

When the machine is in the correct position on the seam,
pull the locking handle out to the locked position. The lock-
ing handle should lock with minimal resitance when force
is applied.

7.4 Starting Seams

For TripleLok seaming use the seaming machine that is
marked “Primary”,which must start on a portion of seam
which has already been seamed with the manual seaming
tool. Depending on which direction the seaming machine
will be run, form the starting seam at the eave or ridge end
of the roof panels with the manual seaming tool as described
in section 6.0.
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OPERATING THE MOTOR SEAMING MACHINE

On roofs sheeted from right to left, the seaming machine
will run from the ridge to the eave for one direcional ma-
chines.

If the locking handle will not readily lock, roll the machine
forward or backward slightly until a position is found where
the locking handle will readily lock.If the locking handle still
does not lock, check the handseaming to be sure it is in
the proper form.

Once the locking handle is locked, check that the forming
rolls are properly engaged.

For QuadLok seaming use the seaming machine that

is marked “Secondary”,which must start on a portion of
seam which has already been fully TripleLok seamed
and preped with the secondary manual seaming tool.
Depending on which direction the seaming machine will
be run, form the starting seam at the eave or ridge end of
the roof panels with the manual seaming tool as de-

scribed in section 6.0
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VS-216 Roof System Seaming Guide

7.0 OPERATING THE MOTOR SEAMING MACHINE (Cont’d.)

7.5 Clean the Seams

The roof panel seams must be thoroughly cleaned of abra-
sive dirt or dust that can cause scuffing or scratching of the
seam surface. The roof panel seams must be cleaned of
grease or other contaminants which can cause seaming
machine slippage and marking of the seam surface.

7.6 Running the Machine

Check that the machine’s path is clear of power cords, tools,
debris, teather lines, etc.

Start the machine by turning on the machine’s toggle
switch.

Watch the machine and finished seam carefully for any
indications of machine malfunction or faulty seaming.

7.7 Stopping the Machine

Stop the machine by turning off the machine’s toggle
switch.

Always allow sufficient space for the machine to coast after
turning the machine off.

Do not run the machine into previously installed end dams
or other obstructions.

Note: The QuadLok seam will stop just short of the
installed end dams approximately 12”. The seam should
already be TripleLok hand seamed at the ridge prior to
installation of the end dams. The end dams are designed
for TripleLok seams only. This is does not affect the
performance of the roof system.

7.8 Un-locking the Machine

After the machine is turned off and has fully stopped, lift
up the locking handle to the open position to un-lock the
machine from the seam.

Using the lift handle, the machine can be lifted from the
seam.

7.9 Checking the Finished Seam

At the completion of each seam, check the full length of the
seam for any indications of faulty seaming. Refer to section
6.9 for details of the correctly formed finished seam.

The seaming operation exerts high pressure bending forces
on the seam. Under such conditions, minor burnishing,
pressure marks, and balck oxide marking of the seam
surface is normal.
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Caution: The seaming machine must always be in the
vertical position while seaming. Do not allow the machine
to tilt sideways when locking the machine onto the seam or
while the machine is running. On roofs with high stand-off
clips, walking or standing on the panel next to the machine
can deflect the panel and cause the machine to tilt. Do
not walk or stand on the panel next to the machine while
it is running.

Caution: Stop the machine immediately and investi-
gate any indications of machine malfunction or faulty
seaming.

If the machine does not correctly form the seam, do
not continue seaming but call Inland Buildings for
instructions.

If the machine must be stopped and removed before com-
pleting the seam, use a felt marker to mark the position of the
machine’s front wheel on the panel. The machine can later
be repositioned on the mark to complete the seaming.

Caution: Black oxide marking is often mistaken to be dam-
age of the seam surface. Objectionalble black oxide can be
removed with mild cleaning solutions or solvents.
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VS-216 Roof System Seaming Guide
7.0 OPERATING THE MOTOR SEAMING MACHINE (Cont’d.)

7.10 Bi-Directional Seaming Machine Nomenclature
The cam follower wil be on the side of the TripleLok

The following details identify the operational parts of the
bi-directional “flip-flop” seaming machine. set-up.

Flip-Flop Handle
And Cover Plate

Switch Motor

Recessed
Plug-in

Locking
Handle

Teather Eye &
Wheels (can vary in design) Panel Seam I.D. Tag

7.11 Difference in Seaming Direction

This machine is a very unique labor saving machine be- The TripleLok/QuadLok machine can be run from eave
cause it can form bi-directionally or can be two machines  to ridge as TripleLok then be “flipped” to run from ridge
in one. The TripleLok/TripleLok machine can be run to eave on the same seam to form QuadLok.

from eave to ridge the “flipped” to run ridge to eave on the

adjacent seam to save “drag back” time.
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VS-216 Roof System Seaming Guide

7.0 OPERATING THE MOTOR SEAMING MACHINE

7.12 Locking the Machine to the Seam

When the machine is in the correct position on the seam,
pull the locking handle out to the locked position. The lock-
ing handle should lock with minimal resitance when force
is applied.

If the locking handle will not readily lock, roll the machine
forward or backward slightly until a position is found where
the locking handle will readily lock.

TripleLok / TripleLok Seaming Machine Sho

7.13 Starting the Seaming Process

The basic seaming process of starting, running and stop-
ping the bi-directional “flip-flop” machine is the same as de-
scribed in the one direction seaming machine operation.

Follow the same basic safety tips such as use of teather
lines, stopping the machine near the eave and ridge etc.

7.14 Un-locking the Machine

After the machine is turned off and has fully stopped, lift
up the locking handle to the open position to un-lock the
machine from the seam.

Using the lift handle, the machine can be lifted from the
seam.
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If the locking handle still does not lock, check the hand
seaming to be sure it is in the proper form.

Once the locking handle is locked, check that the forming
rolls are properly engaged.

Note: The QuadLok seam will stop just short of the in-
stalled end dams. The seam should already be TripleLok
hand seamed at the ridge prior to installation of the end
dams. The end dams are designed for TripleLok seams
only. This is does not affect the performance of the roof
system.

If the machine must be stopped and removed before com-
pleting the seam, use a felt marker to mark the position of the
machine’s front wheel on the panel. The machine can later
be repositioned on the mark to complete the seaming.
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VS-216 Roof System Seaming Guide

7.0 OPERATING THE MOTOR SEAMING MACHINE
7.15 Flipping the Bi-Directional Seaming Machine

Flipping the machine to change the seaming direction is
a three step process. The machine will need to be held
aloft during this process in order to not damage the panel
finish.

Step 1. Using your index finger, lift up on the release trigger
until you hear or feal the top plate disengage.

Drive Case

Step 1

Step 2. While still holding seamer aloft, use your free hand
to rotate the form rollers to the next stage.

Drive Case

Step 2

Step 3. Continue to rotate the unit until the release trigger
re-engages and is stabilized with a clicking sound. The unit
is now ready to be set onto the next work area.
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VS-216 Roof System Seaming Guide

8.0 MOTOR SEAMING MACHINE MAINTENANCE

8.1 General

The motor seaming machine is a precision fabricated, high
performance, portable roll forming machine. This relatively
lightweight machine does the tough job of forming the extra
strong TripleLok and QuadLok seams under often rugged
field conditions.

Although designed for tough industrial use, the seaming
machine requires proper maintenance to assure proper
seaming and efficient, trouble free operation.

8.2 Seaming Rolls

The seaming rolls require the following regular mainte-
nance:

a. Assure that the seaming machine’s seaming rolls
are free of dirt, grease, sealant, etc.

b. Spray the seaming rolls with WD-40 (or equal) to
prevent corrosion and minimize Galvalume build-up
on the rolls.

c. Assure that the seaming machine’s seaming rolls
are tight on their shafts. Check and tighten the rolls’
retainer screws as necessary.

d. On painted roofs, especially during very hot or abra-
sive conditions, spraying or misting the seams with

8.3 Cooling Vents

To prevent motor overheating, the motor has vents and an
internal fan to provide a cooling air flow over the internal
motor parts.

The cooling vents are located at the front and rear of the
motor. At the front of the motor, the vents are the slots be-
tween the motor housing and the gear box. The rear vents
are on the end of the motor housing. Check frequently to
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Caution: Failure to properly maintain the seaming machine
as instructed below can result in faulty or damaged seams
and costly break-down of the seaming machine.

water, or a light lubricant such as WD-40, ahead of
the seaming machine may significantly reduce bur-
nishing and oxide marking of the seam surface.

e. On very dry Galvalume roofs, spraying or misting the
seams with water, or a light lubricant such as WD-
40, ahead of the seaming machine may significantly
reduce seaming friction and Galvalume build-up on
the seaming rolls.

f. When QuadLok seaming, the increased seaming
pressures may require spraying the seam with a
light lubricant, such as WD-40, ahead of the seam-
ing machine to reduce burnishing or abrasion of the
seam surface.

assure that these vents are kept clean and clear of debris,
stringing sealant, etc.

While the machine is running, never cover the machine or
place it in a position where the cooling air flow to the vents
will be restricted.
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